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Podiatric surgery within the UK remains controversial in
some quarters and, despite being well established within
many National Health Service (NHS) centres, myth and
rumour remain. All too often individual concerns and
misreporting can foster negative publicity, yet the qual-
ity and standard of practice have facilitated continued
development and establishment of services. This presen-
tation will review the common areas of confusion and
overview training, regulation, interaction with govern-
ment and other medical bodies. The available evidence
base will be reviewed in relation to patient satisfaction
and outcomes / complications. If the profession as a
whole is to continue to develop, integrated care path-
ways will be an essential component. The relevance of
podiatric surgery to the profession as a whole and meth-
ods for integrating practice will be discussed.
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